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WARTS
Warts in cattle are caused by the contagious virus papillomavirus.  Four types of the virus are known 
to produce warts on cattle.  

Calves are most susceptible with few cases of warts seen in cattle over 2 years of age.  Warts appear 
1 to 6 months after infection with the virus. Not all animals carrying the virus will have warts. It can 
be transmitted from the unapparent carrier to the susceptible calf. 

Warts are usually more of an appearance problem than a physical problem.  Warts usually shrink and 
drop off after a few months. This spontaneous recovery is probably the basis for the alleged 
effectiveness of many home treatments including rubbing with various kinds of oil, toothpaste of 
various brands, etc.

If there is a severe outbreat in the herd an autogenous vaccine can be prepared from chemically 
treated warts taken from animals in a herd. This autogenous vaccine is more apt to have the strain or 
type of papillomavirus causing the wart problem in the herd than the commercial vaccines.  Warts 
can also be removed surgically with a scissors or a side cutter. 

To ask a question about a cattle disease, CLICK HERE and get an answer!  Cattle Today Online 

is the cattleman's guide to the cattle business. Take your time and look around. You'll find the net's 
best cattle news, free livestock classified ads, free ranch listing, the latest USDA livestock market 

report, free ranch email, Baxter Black, thousands of links and a free newsletter just for ranchers.  Or 
make someone smile by sending them a Cow Card! 

 

 

Cattle Today, Inc. makes no representations about the suitability or accuracy of any of the information contained in this site.  All 
information is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind.  Any use of the content on this site is at the risk of the user. In no 
event shall Cattle Today, Inc. be liable for any damages whatsoever resulting from loss arising out of or in connection with the 

use of any information available from this site.  This information is not intended to be used as an alternative to consulting with a 
health care professional or other qualified professional. If you need advice on a cattle health problem please contact your local 

veterinarian.

 

 

Information contained in this article from one or more of the following:
Alabama Cooperative Extension System

South Carolina Extension Service
Nebraska Extension Service

Oklahoma State Cooperative Extension Service
University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension

University of Minnesota Extension Service
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