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VIBRIOSIS
Vibriosis (Campylobacter fetus) in cattle is an infectious bacterial disease of the genital tract causing 
infertility and occasional abortions.  It is a venereal disease spread by infected bulls when they mate 
susceptible cows and heifers.   It is considered to be the most important cause of infertility in cattle.  
Good vaccines are available, but it still causes losses simply because they are not used in many 
herds.  Infection introduced into a non-exposed or non-vaccinated herd will spread rapidly during 
breeding. 

Repeat breeding activity is generally seen in animals that were assumed to be pregnant.  Irregular 
estrus cycles are common.  Absorption or expulsion of a small fetus probably explains the long 
estrus cycle seen with this disease.  Varying degrees of vaginal inflammation and uterine infection 
are present but may be unrecognized.  Abortion rates in infected herds generally run from 5% to 
30%.  Some females may carry the fetus longer and may abort a sizeable fetus 5 to 6 months into the 
gestation period. Retained placentas are common.  Diagnosis is confirmed by culture of the causative 
organism from cervical mucus or from an aborted fetus. 

Vibriosis is somewhat self-limiting as most of the cattle recover within a year.  Disease carriers are 
common, however, and new infection can spread to non-exposed animals.  Vibriosis is best 
controlled by vaccination, which renders animals highly resistant to infection.  Vaccination involves 
two injections, 4-6 weeks apart in the first year, and a single dose of vaccine each year thereafter. 
Vaccination should be completed 4 weeks before breeding.  Vibriosis vaccine is often combined with 
Leptospirosis in one vaccine.  The use of artificial insemination is also valuable in limiting disease 
spread.  Most A.I. organizations test the semen to assure that it is free of vibriosis and 
trichomoniasis. 

 

To ask a question about a cattle disease, CLICK HERE and get an answer!  Cattle Today Online 

is the cattleman's guide to the cattle business. Take your time and look around. You'll find the net's 
best cattle news, free livestock classified ads, free ranch listing, the latest USDA livestock market 

report, free ranch email, Baxter Black, thousands of links and a free newsletter just for ranchers.  Or 
make someone smile by sending them a Cow Card! 

 

 

Cattle Today, Inc. makes no representations about the suitability or accuracy of any of the information contained in this site.  All 
information is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind.  Any use of the content on this site is at the risk of the user. In no 
event shall Cattle Today, Inc. be liable for any damages whatsoever resulting from loss arising out of or in connection with the 

use of any information available from this site.  This information is not intended to be used as an alternative to consulting with a 
health care professional or other qualified professional. If you need advice on a cattle health problem please contact your local 

veterinarian.
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Information contained in this article from one or more of the following:
Alabama Cooperative Extension System

South Carolina Extension Service
Nebraska Extension Service

Oklahoma State Cooperative Extension Service
University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension

University of Minnesota Extension Service
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