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TRICHOMONIASIS
Trichomoniasis  is a venereal disease of cattle that causes infertility and occasional abortions in cows 
and heifers.  It is caused by Trichomonas fetus, a small motile protozoan found only in the 
reproductive tract of the bull and cow.   Disease organisms transferred to the cow's vagina from the 
bull during breeding migrate up to the uterus and cause the infection.  Recently infected cows 
develop a mild white sticky discharge from the vulva which can last for up to two months.  Large 
number of cows, often over 90% of the herd, will be affected in herds that have not been previously 
infected.  Repeat breeding or infertility of individual cows can last up to five months.  The reason for 
repeat breeding appears to be death of the embryo, often within 10 days.  Eventually cows begin to 
cycle again and can carry a fetus to term. 

 No vaccines are available for its prevention, but using artificial insemination and virgin bulls aid in 
control.  Bulls are the main carriers of Trichomoniasis and, once infected, remain infected for life but 
show no signs of disease.  Diagnosis of the disease can be confirmed microscopically. 

 

To ask a question about a cattle disease, CLICK HERE and get an answer!  Cattle Today Online 

is the cattleman's guide to the cattle business. Take your time and look around. You'll find the net's 
best cattle news, free livestock classified ads, free ranch listing, the latest USDA livestock market 

report, free ranch email, Baxter Black, thousands of links and a free newsletter just for ranchers.  Or 
make someone smile by sending them a Cow Card! 

 

 

Cattle Today, Inc. makes no representations about the suitability or accuracy of any of the information contained in this site.  All 
information is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind.  Any use of the content on this site is at the risk of the user. In no 
event shall Cattle Today, Inc. be liable for any damages whatsoever resulting from loss arising out of or in connection with the 

use of any information available from this site.  This information is not intended to be used as an alternative to consulting with a 
health care professional or other qualified professional. If you need advice on a cattle health problem please contact your local 

veterinarian.
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