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LISTERIOSIS
Listeriosis, a disease of the central nervous system, is caused by the  bacterium Listeria 
moncytogenes.  This bacterium can live almost anywhere--in soil, manure piles, and grass.  
Listeriosis is common in cattle, sheep and goats and can occur in pigs, dogs, and cats, some wild 
animals, and humans.  Animals infected with Listeria can show signs restlessness, loss of appetite, 
fever and nervous system disorders.  Although not seen in every case, the most notable symptom 
gives this disease its nickname, "Circling Disease." Cattle with listeriosis are often seen walking in 
circles.  Other, more subtle symptoms include uncoordinated movements, leaning against objects, 
and progressive paralysis. Death can occur within 2 to 3 days after the onset of symptoms, but cattle 
can survive for up to 2 weeks with the disease.  

Healthy animals are not usually affected by Listeria.  Cattle with lowered resistance to disease are 
prime candidates for listeriosis.  Recognition of symptoms is important for successful treatment.  
Most animals will recover if treated with a broad spectrum antibiotic started early.  Diseased cattle 
should be separated from healthy cattle and placed on a prolonged therapy program.  In herds of 
valuable cattle, it may be advantageous to treat the whole herd.  Vaccines are not available in the 
U.S.

 

To ask a question about a cattle disease, CLICK HERE and get an answer!  Cattle Today Online 

is the cattleman's guide to the cattle business. Take your time and look around. You'll find the net's 
best cattle news, free livestock classified ads, free ranch listing, the latest USDA livestock market 

report, free ranch email, Baxter Black, thousands of links and a free newsletter just for ranchers.  Or 
make someone smile by sending them a Cow Card! 

 

 

Cattle Today, Inc. makes no representations about the suitability or accuracy of any of the information contained in this site.  All 
information is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind.  Any use of the content on this site is at the risk of the user. In no 
event shall Cattle Today, Inc. be liable for any damages whatsoever resulting from loss arising out of or in connection with the 

use of any information available from this site.  This information is not intended to be used as an alternative to consulting with a 
health care professional or other qualified professional. If you need advice on a cattle health problem please contact your local 

veterinarian.

 

 

Information contained in this article from one or more of the following:
Alabama Cooperative Extension System

South Carolina Extension Service
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