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FOOT-AND-MOUTH
Foot-and-Mouth Disease is a severe, highly communicable disease of cattle, pigs, sheep, goats and 
deer.  It is caused by one of the smallest disease producing viruses known.  There are several 
different strains of the virus that cause the disease.  The strain now in England and Europe is harder 
on pigs and cattle but milder in sheep and goats.  Humans do not catch the virus.  The disease is 
characterized by blister-like lesions on the tongue, nose and lips, in the mouth, on the teats and 
between the toes which then burst, leaving painful ulcers.   The blisters cause a heavy flow of sticky, 
foamy saliva that hangs from the mouth.  Infected animals sway from one foot to the other due to the 
tenderness of the feet.  Although older cattle usually do not die from the infection, they suffer a 
severe illness which leaves them in a weakened state.  They have high fevers, stop eating, give less 
milk and become lame. 

The virus is extremely contagious and spreads rapidly unless it is contained. This usually requires 
quarantining infected farms, followed by slaughtering and burning all susceptible animals. Anyone 
having contact with animals in infected countries should not go near susceptible animals for at least 
five days.  Because the virus is spread so easily, countries with the disease are banned from 
exporting animals and their products, creating further economic hardship.  Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
was last seen in the United States in 1929. The U.S. Government places an extremely high priority 
on keeping the disease out of the country. 

To ask a question about a cattle disease, CLICK HERE and get an answer!  Cattle Today Online 

is the cattleman's guide to the cattle business. Take your time and look around. You'll find the net's 
best cattle news, free livestock classified ads, free ranch listing, the latest USDA livestock market 

report, free ranch email, Baxter Black, thousands of links and a free newsletter just for ranchers.  Or 
make someone smile by sending them a Cow Card! 

 

 

Cattle Today, Inc. makes no representations about the suitability or accuracy of any of the information contained in this 
site.  All information is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind.  Any use of the content on this site is at the risk 
of the user. In no event shall Cattle Today, Inc. be liable for any damages whatsoever resulting from loss arising out of 
or in connection with the use of any information available from this site.  This information is not intended to be used as 

an alternative to consulting with a health care professional or other qualified professional. If you need advice on a 
cattle health problem please contact your local veterinarian.

 

 

Information contained in this article from one or more of the following:
Alabama Cooperative Extension System

South Carolina Extension Service
Nebraska Extension Service

Oklahoma State Cooperative Extension Service
University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension

University of Minnesota Extension Service
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