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COCCIDIOSIS
Coccidiosis continues to be one of the major disease problems for cattle producers. It is caused by 
microscopic, one-celled parasites.  Coccidiosis occurs more frequently in calves from one to six 
months of age, but older cattle, especially those from one to two years, are often affected. Young 
calves are usually infected when they are placed in pastures or lots contaminated by older cattle or 
other infected calves. Occasionally, mature cattle are infected when they are brought in from large 
pastures and crowded into small feedlots or barns. 

Typical signs of coccidiosis are diarrhea, rough coat, loss of appetite and weight, and general 
emaciation. The general weakness may cause the calf to defecate without rising, thus soiling its tail 
and hindquarters. In more severe cases the manure may contain blood, mucus, and stringy masses of 
tissue. This occurs because the destruction of the epithelial cells results in the sloughing of the 
epithelium lining the intestine. 

Severe straining at defecation may be observed in the more advanced stages. Death may occur during 
the acute period, or later from secondary complications, such as pneumonia. 

As in many diseases, it is easier to prevent coccidiosis than it is to treat it. Because several days are 
required for sporulation, the oocyst stage in manure is the weakest link. Separating a cow and calf 
from a contaminated lot interrupts the life cycle and helps control the disease. 

Since moisture favors the development of parasites and dryness kills them, practices that reduce the 
moisture on pasture will decrease parasitic contamination. Pastures should be well-drained, watering 
troughs raised above the ground, and grazing should be kept to a minimum on lush grass along the 
edges of ponds and streams. In these areas where cattle congregate, overgrazing should be avoided. 
Otherwise, animals will be forced to graze to the roots of plants where they may ingest large 
numbers of parasites. 

Segregate severely parasitized animals and treat them with a coccidiostat. Follow recommended 
feeding practices. The effects of parasites are less severe in well-nourished cattle.

 

To ask a question about a cattle disease, CLICK HERE and get an answer!  Cattle Today Online 

is the cattleman's guide to the cattle business. Take your time and look around. You'll find the net's 
best cattle news, free livestock classified ads, free ranch listing, the latest USDA livestock market 

report, free ranch email, Baxter Black, thousands of links and a free newsletter just for ranchers.  Or 
make someone smile by sending them a Cow Card! 
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Cattle Today, Inc. makes no representations about the suitability or accuracy of any of the information contained in this site.  All 
information is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind.  Any use of the content on this site is at the risk of the user. In no 
event shall Cattle Today, Inc. be liable for any damages whatsoever resulting from loss arising out of or in connection with the 

use of any information available from this site.  This information is not intended to be used as an alternative to consulting with a 
health care professional or other qualified professional. If you need advice on a cattle health problem please contact your local 

veterinarian.
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