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ANTHRAX

Anthrax, a highly infectious and fatal disease of mammals and humans, is caused by arelatively
large spore-forming rectangular shaped bacterium called Bacillus anthracis. Most outbreaks occur
in areas where animals have previous died of anthrax, as the spores remain viable for decades. The
predominant sign in cattle with anthrax is a progression from a normal appearance to dead in a
matter of hours. Most animals are ssmply found dead. Once an outbreak begins in the herd animals
may be observed with signs of weakness, fever, excitement followed by depression, difficulty
breathing, uncoordinated movements and convulsions. Bloody discharges from the natural body
openings as well as edemain different parts of the body are sometimes observed. After death, the
animal's body rapidly decomposes.

Some animals may be saved if treated very early with penicillin or tetracyclines. Vaccination isvery
effective in preventing further disease from occurring in animals on a property experiencing an
outbreak, however full immunity takes 10 to 14 daysto develop. Antibiotics must not be used at the
same time as vaccines are given, since they interfere with the development of immunity.

For animals and humans, anthrax is a reportable disease in the United States. Local and state health
departments, federal animal health officias, and the CDC's National Center for Infectious Diseases
should immediately be notified of any suspected cases. Remember, thisis apotentialy fatal human
pathogen, so appropriate measures must be taken to protect all personnel. A physician should be
contacted for the best preventative measures for all exposed or potentially exposed humans.

To ask aquestion about a cattle disease, CLICK HERE and get an answer! Cattle Today Online

is the cattleman's guide to the cattle business. Take your time and look around. Y ou'll find the net's
best cattle news, free livestock classified ads, free ranch listing, the latest USDA livestock market
report, free ranch email, Baxter Black, thousands of links and a free newsletter just for ranchers. Or
make someone smile by sending them a Cow Card!

Click Here for
CATTLE TODAY

Cattle Today, Inc. makes no representations about the suitability or accuracy of any of the information contained in this site. All
information is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind. Any use of the content on this site is at the risk of the user. In no
event shall Cattle Today, Inc. be liable for any damages whatsoever resulting from loss arising out of or in connection with the

use of any information available from this site. This information is not intended to be used as an alternative to consulting with a
health care professional or other qualified professional. If you need advice on a cattle health problem please contact your local

veterinarian.
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Information contained in this article from one or more of the following:
Alabama Cooperative Extension System
South Carolina Extension Service
Nebraska Extension Service
Oklahoma State Cooperative Extension Service
University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension
University of Minnesota Extension Service
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