June 2011

Market Lambs
Placing: 4-1-2-3
Cuts: 2-3-4
I placed the class of market lambs 4-1-2-3 
I started with 4 as she is the combination lamb of muscle, balance and extension.  More specifically, 4 is a more up-head sheep who is extended in her neck and carries her length down to a longer loin and hind saddle.  Additionally she is heavier muscled and has a meatier leg, loin and rack.  When hung and harvested, I would predict for her to have the meatiest carcass producing more pounds of eatable product.  I realize that 1 is cleaner in her front but she is shorter bodies, lighter muscled, weaker topped and smaller coupled lamb.   
In my middle pair of contrasting ewes, it is muscle, balance and performance that places 1 over 2.  The Suffolk appearing ewe has a fuller leg, having more muscle expression in the lower, center and upper portions.  In addition she is stronger down her top and has a deeper appearing loin eye area.  I admit that 2 is a more extended lamb, but it ends there as she is a harsher downing sheep that needs to be fresher, heavier muscled, and have more time on feed.  

In my concluding pair, it is the Hampshire appearing 2 over the white faced 3.  2 is longer, leaner, and trimmer in her overall kind.  She is more extended up through her neck and carries her extension throughout her loin and hind saddle.  Even though the wether is thicker throughout all portions of his hip and leg, but he is also the steepest rump, structurally incorrect, shortest coupled, and the heaviest conditioned lamb of the class.    
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